Dear prayer family in South Africa,
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I write to you to update on all the exciting things that have happened in these
last few weeks in Kyiv — this will be a more lengthy update.
As you all know, I have been living in Rakhiv for 6 months — teaching at the school,
working amongst the Gypsey communities (see picture above right) and assisting in the Worship
Team at the church. During the April-May months, my mentor discussed with me a much-needed
break-away time. It’s been a hard six months with my mother being ill back in SA and my
grandmother having passed away due to Covid-19. The end of May seemed like an opportune
time to have respite as my previous ministry (that I still closely connect with on a friendship basis
and as mentors) contacted me and shared that they will be presenting seminars in Kyiv and
Krivoy Rog (a city near Dnipro) and various other areas in between in the beginning of June. This
excited me, and gave me a chance to request an extra bag of clothes to be brought through
from SA with them and to fellowship with them and hear some Afrikaans again!
The seminars that they presented were incredibly blessed and so well received. I had the
privilege of also breaking away for a week to spend time with SA missionaries in Dnipropetrovsk.
They allowed me to stay in their apartment during the day while they were working and then
have evening times to cook together and fellowship together. I was planning on walking around
the city, but 5 days of the 7, it was raining. God knew that I would only be kept inside if it was
raining and I appreciated His humour! I was in need of some serious rest after a busy 6 months
and it kept me sleeping and praying. After this, I met up with the INcontext team again in Krivoy
Rog and continued to assist them in the seminars until they headed back to SA.
We had an incredible time of fellowship with various new pastors that I’ve heard a lot about, but
haven’t met in flesh and valuable time was set aside in fellowship with them too. Throughout the
time in Kyiv and in the seminars, it was further emphasised that this is indeed the time for the
Global Church to unite their eﬀorts and networking to be encouraged more than ever before.
Some very exciting initiatives were discussed for the near future and I’m sure you can only
imagine how excited I am to have been able to share in all this! Covid-19 continues to cause
some uncertainty, but one of the hopes and dreams is for there to be an INcontext Ukraine oﬃce
registered and opened and translation to be done from English to Russian on all the materials
that the ministry sends out.

A Lesson that Stood Out
1 Samuel 15:22
And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as
in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
listen than the fat of rams.
Family, the main and most important lesson God has taught me in this time has been this:
obedience is more important than sacrifice. There have been requests from pastors to move
from Rakhiv to their cities and help them with various projects, and the ministerial purpose at
first glance, seems incredibly purposeful and exciting. If I didn’t practice some restraint, I
would’ve jumped at first opportunity! However, I’ve noticed in these three years of fulltime ministry that we can become so busy and justify our lack of consistency in seeking
an ever-deepening relationship with God by claiming that we’ve made a lot of sacrifices
for Him. But that’s not the point!

I dare not move outside of God’s guidance and for now, my place is Rakhiv. Being in
tune with God and obedient to His voice, even if it doesn’t make sense, is our highest
calling. If we keep our focus on loving Him, listening and obeying His voice and
deepening our intimacy and worship with Him, we are already fulfilling our calling. All
else flows from that place of deep contentment. Our call is not to “look busy,” but to
look to Him. Even if people don’t understand your current season, the most important
knowledge is to know that you are — day-by-day — walking in the will of the Father. That is
the only requirement set before us — nothing more; nothing less.

Plans for the Summer months
Currently, the summer holidays have started, and I am more flexible to focus on strengthening
current relationships, focusing a lot more on language learning and planning for summer camps.
I’ve been invited to more than five camps as volunteer, but have lessened it to two — one in
Rakhiv and one in Kyiv. My church in Rakhiv has also asked me to help plan on a worship
evening where various communities in and around Rakhiv will be invited to come and worship
God together. Another follow-up I’m excited about is with a friend in Tyachiv (a nearby town) who
is desiring to plan monthly street evangelism initiatives with pamphlets and music. I am planning
it with her and am looking forward to doing the first one within this month perhaps still. After the
camps, there will still be time left before schools open up again in September, whereupon my
hope is to visit Donbas (the conflict zone) with a friend. Please continue to pray for God to lead
us in this matter. Another exciting focus that I want to initiate with the church community is to
start a women’s sewing and knitting shop. We have a venue, but we need to clear it of a lot of
rubble and garbage and clean it out. We have three knitting machines already and some fabric.
This will go directly to encouraging work ethic amongst the Gypsey women and to help with job
creation in this part of the world where it is such a big need. This is a very big burden on my
heart. Please pray with us that God will lead us in this as well.

Health Challenges
My health has been challenged in these last months. Due to stress factors, I have had incredible
back pain and migraines. But God has been so faithful! He orchestrated a meeting with a
specialist in Kyiv. This doctor is a Christian and even prayed for me after our first consultation. I
went for an MRI-scan on the 7 June and will have a follow-up consultation with him on Tuesday,
the 15 of June. I really pray that they can find something worth treating as it’s been hard not to
understand what is causing this pain.

Zoom Meeting with Partners
I invite you to a Zoom Meeting next Wednesday evening at 19:00 pm (SA time) where there will
be opportunity for questions directly related to my ministry work here and a time of prayer
together for the people here. I will be giving a short presentation about Rakhiv and Ukraine and
would love for you all to join. Please RSVP by Monday, the 14 of June.
Lastly, dear friends, I bless you and ask you to continue praying for my ministry as it unfolds in
God’s perfect time. There are a lot of opportunities, but only One God. Pray with me that God
will continue to be the Orchestrator of my life and my eﬀorts and not my own ambitions or selfish
pursuits.

Bless you all,
Shanna
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Building new relationships with community centers, fellow
missionaries in Ukraine & war refugees

