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SPRING IN MY NEW HOME
Ministry among students
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I am sending you an update regarding how things have been
going here in the beautiful Rakhiv in Transcarpattia. It's been an
incredible 3 months filled with wonderful memories and many
first-times. However, it has also been a very difficult time - not
merely due to COVID-19, slow bureaucratic processes as a result
and a very cold winter -- but also due to some health challenges
with my family back home.
Ministry among students has been going very well! I slotted in
very quickly to the culture here, the people and have built solid
relationships with my new church in a surprisingly short time.
Some highlights of my time here has included snowboarding for
the first time, moving in to my own apartment, starting Ukrainian
language lessons and travelling to neighbouring towns. My
primary focus w.r.t. the English school, for now, is to play a
supporting role for Olesia in taking on more of her classes and
lifting the load somewhat. Both she and Joseph have been
flooded with work when I came here, and to be able to help
them in a small way, has already opened other ministry doors
that they couldn't get to -- which has been a blessing for us.
One of a few initiatives we've started at the English school, is
something called "English Speaking Club" where we take the
students out on picnics or other fun fellowship activities. The idea
behind it is to create a space where outside-of-classroom
relationships can be built and hopefully lead to more in-depth
conversations and involvement in their lives. I've already hosted
two movie nights and it has been a major success and students
have responded very positively to it.

English's Cool and Religion
I've been surprised a number of times with students asking
me about my view on religion and God and I've had the
privilege of sharing my relationship and love for Jesus with
some of them already in the first few weeks of starting at the
English

school!

This

has

been

a

great

source

of

encouragement for me.
Young people here deeply yearn after "role models" and tend
to look in all the wrong places - especially in the occult. It
seems like even the type of fashion the young people are
drawn to, have some strong "occultic" undertones: like
extremely long nails, dark clothing, heavy eyeliner and
different bracelets and necklaces to ward off negativity, evil
spirits and even COVID-19. My heart has been aching to show
these young people the love and heart of Jesus. Please
continue to pray with me for genuine conversations with
them.
One beautiful testimony has been of a time of prayer where I
saw a picture of a girl I've been befriending: I saw her standing
ankle-deep in a river and Jesus in the middle of the river. Jesus
was beckoning her to come in deeper, but she was too scared.
When I shared this with her, she burst out into tears and
replied that she wants to be baptised, but her church (a very
strong Orthodox church) forbids adult baptism. They have
even gone so far as to say that should she be baptised, she
would be rejected by her community and no longer be
considered "true Christian." These are the types of problems
we face with the Ukrainian Orthodox church here. There
seems to be a lot of mental oppresion and emotional
manipulation -- even amongst the families.
Another church - who ironically poses as a Baptist church was built on the sole principal that whatever the founding
pastors

say,

naturally

'goes.'

Anything

other

than

the

teachings of the former pastors is considered heresy and

false. This has caused the opinions of these early pastors to be
idolized to a point where even Jesus Himself doesn't have a
say anymore. The way in which this causes unresponsive
behaviour among people towards the Holy Spirit and Christ's
commandment to love one another, sometimes scares me.
The situation becomes much more complex when crossdenominational efforts are made and generally they end up in
churches viciously lashing out at one another and persecuting
one another.

I've recently also
joined the church
worship team and am
helping out with the
keyboard - something
that is new to the
church and truly adds
to our times of
worship. This is also
helping me to live out
a deep passion. Truly
grateful!

Future Plans
Please continue to pray with me regarding my VISA.
There's been so much delay with things due to COVID-19
and it has caused some stress to know whether or not I
should book a plane ticket or not (my VISA expires on the 7
of April). Apparently, my application has been approved,
but the system does not show any documents pending.
Some future plans that I have and carry in my heart is to
visit the east of Ukraine with my dear friend and fellowmissionary based in the south of Ukraine. We have been
talking about plans to visit this war-torn region and scour
the land in order to make an informed decision regarding
where funds and resources are needed that we can
provide through donations that were given. God has
blessed us with so many donations from people and it is a
burden on my heart to use the money wisely and channel
it to areas of immediate necessity and of a urgent nature
such as the situation in Donetsk. We continue to pray for
this dream to become a reality in God's perfect timing.

My foot injury
My foot has been doing much better after I've had an
accident with boiling water. It's been a very trying few
weeks of jumping around and being driven to ministry
instead of just walking. I've had to swallow my pride and
ask for help with simple daily tasks - but I'm greatful for
the patience it has taught me and how to remain grateful
for the health I have to be able to do all these things!
Lastly, my dear friends and family, my prayer for you is to
harnass each opportunity that comes accross your paths,
to encourage, strengthen and love others. We live in such
dark times and each moment of doing good and loving
others

as

Christ

has

loved

us,

becomes

of

prime

importance for His Kingdom's sake and His glory.
I love you all and thank you all for being committed to
walking with me.
All my love in Christ Jesus, our precious Redeemer and
Lord,
Shanna

For donations:
ABSA Checque Account
4088 494 150
632 005

Prayer requests:
- Please pray for the hardened
churches who run to religion but away
from Christ's heart;
- Please continue to pray for my VISA;
- Pray for our plans to go to Donetsk;
- Pray for more fruitful conversations
with students.

